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Australia. These mygalomorph spiders are not
uncommon in the jarrah forests east of Perth.
Image by Mike Rix (WA Museum).
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EDITORIAL…
Welcome to Issue 85 of Australasian
Arachnology. I’d like to begin this editorial by
first making special mention of the late Dr
Valerie Davies (1920-2012), who passed away
last October. Val was one of the key figures of
Australian arachnology: a talented and greatly
respected curator, spider systematist and field
biologist, and someone who was no doubt
known to most in the AAS. For my part, Val
was an important early influence and a great
mentor, and it was wonderful to see that she
was awarded the International Society of
Arachnology’s Simon Award in 2010, for
lifetime achievement. Geoff Monteith provided
a detailed and extremely thoughtful obituary to
Val in the Entomological Society of Queensland’s News Bulletin late last year, and Geoff
has very kindly agreed to this being reproduced
here in full. An obituary to Doug Wallace, by
his daughter Diane Wallace, is also included, as
reported in Issue 84 of this newsletter. These
are two fitting tributes to two talented
arachnologists from a remarkable generation.
I should first apologise for the delayed timing
of this newsletter, with nearly 10 months having
passed since the distribution of Issue 84. (The
birth of one’s first child in late 2012 may or
may not have had something to do with this
delay!) However, during this time, Hobart
played host to the (by all accounts) enjoyable
and highly successful Australian Entomological
Society/Australasian Arachnological Society
Joint Conference, where two of our student
members – Sophie Harrison and Jess Marsh –
presented their research. Thanks to all of the
speakers who participated in the Arachnids/Myriapods symposium at this conference.
Looking further afield, and this month the
International Society of Arachnology is holding
its 19th International Congress, at the Howard
Beach Resort near Kenting National Park,
Taiwan. These meetings, held every three years,
bring together the world’s arachnology
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community in a scholarly yet friendly and
relaxed atmosphere. This particular Congress is
the first to be held in Asia, and promises to be
an enjoyable week for all delegates.
Concomitant with the timing of this meeting,
CSIRO Publishing has announced the first
‘virtual issue’ of Invertebrate Systematics,
dedicated to arachnology (see General Announcements, below).
In this issue we have one ‘Arachnid Research
In Focus…’ column, featuring two articles on
tangle-web spiders of the family Theridiidae.
The first, by Helen Smith and colleagues,
examines the large, synanthropic species
Cryptachaea gigantipes. The second, by Lars
Krogmann and Andy Austin, examines a genus
of pompilid spider-wasps shown to be
predaceous on redback spiders. And as
previously mentioned, we have two detailed
obituaries to Valerie Davies and Doug Wallace,
both of whom passed away in 2012.
I wish all members the very best for the rest of
2012, and please consider contributing articles
for inclusion in future editions.
Cheers,

Mike

Female trapdoor spider, Euoplos inornatus
(Rainbow & Pulleine, 1918) (Idiopidae) from
the Darling Range, Western Australia.
Image by Mike Rix.
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New Members:
Mike Bevington
Mission Beach, Queensland 4852
Holly O’Connor
Wellington, New Zealand 6035
Kate Sparks
Adelaide, South Australia 5000
Malcolm Tattersall
Mundingburra, Queensland 4812

___________________________
General Announcements
Kate Sparks appointed as new Arachnology
Collection Manager at SA Museum. The
South Australian Museum has recently appointed Kate Sparks as the new Collection
Manager for Arachnology! Thanks to Kate for
introducing herself to the society and providing
a few words below:
Hello everyone! I am very happy to be joining
the world of arachnophiles as the new Arachnology Collection Manager at the South Australian Museum. My first introduction to
museum collections was at Museum Victoria,
initially as a research assistant to Ken Walker
and working on a systematic revision of the
native bee genus Lasioglossum before moving
into a short stint as Entomology collection
manager. Part of my role back then was to plan
and oversee the relocation of the Entomology
and Arachnology collections from the old
Abbotsford annex to the then brand new
building at Carlton Gardens (I also spent several
months wrapping the entire mineralogy collection up in toilet paper but that is perhaps a
story for another time).
After leaving the museum I joined AQIS as a
Quarantine Entomologist where mounting and
attempting to identify mites started taking up a
lot of my time. I was fortunate to attend two
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identification workshops run by Dave Walter,
Cal Welbourn and Carl Childers which helped
enormously and left me somewhat overwhelmed by the diversity of the group but also
with a genuine fascination.
After relocating to South Australia I started a
PhD on the systematics of Australian Monomorium ants in Andy Austin’s Lab group at the
University of Adelaide. Now after 13 years,
three kids and a (not quite finished) PhD I find
myself happy to be back working in a museum
collection and I look forward to meeting and
working with some of you in the coming
months.
Kate Sparks
___________________________
New virtual issue on Arachnology from
Invertebrate Systematics
CSIRO PUBLISHING is pleased to announce
the launch of a new virtual issue on arachnology in Invertebrate Systematics.
“In recent years, significant advances have been
made in understanding the systematics and
evolution of arachnids,” explained Professor
Andy Austin, the journal’s Editor-in-Chief.
“Invertebrate Systematics has published many
important studies in this field, and we’re excited
to be able to highlight some of them in a virtual
issue.”
Professor Austin selected the publications for
the issue with one of the journal’s editors, Dr
Mark Harvey, a renowned arachnologist from
the Western Australian Museum in Perth.
Among the publications in the issue are a
description of a new family of harvestmen,
studies on several spider species, and even an
analysis of a group of small, soft-bodied
arachnids that live underground. The research
was done across the world, on almost every
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continent, and relied on a broad range of molecular and morphological methods.
“Invertebrate Systematics has a considerable
archive of arachnology publications, so the
virtual issue represents the very best from the
journal,” said Caroline Hadley, Journal Publisher. To ensure that all readers can access the
material, the publications will be freely
available until the end of this year.
The virtual issue is timed to coincide with the
19th International Congress of Arachnology in
Taiwan in June 2013, which both Professor
Austin and Dr Harvey are attending.
You can view the 12 articles that make up this
special issue at Virtual Issues – Arachnology, or
find out more about Invertebrate Systematics on
the journal’s homepage.
CSIRO Publishing
___________________________
Arachnid Research In Focus…
Tangle-Web Spiders (Theridiidae)
Smith, H.M., Vink, C.J., Fitzgerald, B.M. and
Sirvid, P.J. (2012). Redescription and generic
placement of the spider Cryptachaea gigantipes
(Keyserling, 1890) (Araneae: Theridiidae) and
notes on related synanthropic species in Australasia. Zootaxa 3507, 38-56.
Krogmann, L. and Austin, A.D. (2012).
Systematics of Australian Agenioideus Ashmead
(Hymenoptera: Pompilidae) with the first record
of a spider wasp parasitizing Latrodectus hasselti
Thorell (redback spider). Australian Journal of
Entomology 51, 166-174.

Taxonomy:
Family Theridiidae: currently 2,351 described
species in 121 genera (and rising!).
Distribution:
Worldwide.

Female redback spider, Latrodectus hasselti
Thorell, 1870, from Perth, Western Australia.
Image by Mike Rix.

Précis:
The Theridiidae are the subject of two research
papers highlighted in this edition: one exploring
the systematics of a synanthropic species in
eastern Australia and New Zealand, Cryptachea
gigantipes (Keyserling, 1890); and another
reporting on the predation of redback spiders by
pompilid
spider-wasps
of
the
genus
Agenioideus. The family Theridiidae is one of
the world’s largest spider families – currently
fifth-largest by number of described species,
after Salticidae, Linyphiidae, Araneidae and
Lycosidae – and certainly one of the most
common in natural and modified landscapes all
over the world. Although commonly known as
‘tangle-web spiders’ – in reference to the characteristically tangled webs built by many
species – the name is misleading, as the group
includes taxa with vastly different ecologies and
behaviours, and numerous taxa that do not build
typically ‘tangled’ capture webs. In Australia,
theridiids are familiar to all, as the family
includes the ubiquitous and venomous redback
spider (see above), along with a suite of other
genera that are often associated with urban
habitats, e.g. Nesticodes, Parasteatoda, Steatoda and Cryptachaea. Smith et al. (2012)
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present a detailed molecular and morphological
analysis of the synanthrope C. gigantipes,
clarifying its nomenclature and identification,
describing the female for the first time, and
noting the likely recent introduction of this
species to New Zealand. Krogmann and Austin
(2012) present a fascinating and rather different
perspective on Theridiidae, highlighting in their
paper host utilisation of redback spiders by a
pompilid spider-wasp, genus Agenioideus. This
paper, uniting a revisionary taxonomy with
fascinating natural history, received significant
media attention when it was first published (see:
http://www.australiangeographic.com.au/journa
l/redback-spider-hunting-wasp-discovered.htm),
and the wasps even appeared on YouTube (see:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WHv392Ri
Y38)! Pompilid wasps are not uncommon in
natural and urban habitats throughout Australia,
and some of the larger species are often seen
dragging huntsman spiders (Sparassidae) to
their burrows in summer. This is, however, the
first record of predation on redbacks by a
pompilid wasp, so keep an eye out…you may
see one loitering around your house looking for
unsuspecting Latrodectus! Both papers can be
accessed online via the Zootaxa and Australian
Journal of Entomology subscription websites.
See:
http://www.mapress.com/zootaxa/taxa/Araneae.
html;
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1111/(
ISSN)1440-6055.
___________________________
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group of spiders that, in the words of Eberhard
(1980) “make a large sticky ball on the end of a
short thread, and swing the ball at passing
insects while hanging on another short,
horizontal ‘trapeze’ line”. Eberhard preferred
the term “sticky yo-yo spider”. There are three
species (all Ordgarius) in Australia. The spiders
exude a pheromone identical to that of one or
more local female moths (Yeargan, 1994). Male
moths are thus attracted to the vicinity of the
spider, which detects the vibration of moth
wings; Ordgarius then begins to swing the line
in a circular arc and a glue ball may hit and trap
the moth (Yeargan, 1994).

A

A bolas spider creates silken glue slings
to hold the bolas glue
by Jim Hackett
Cairns, Queensland 4870, Australia

A ‘bolas’ is a set of chords to which heavy balls
are attached, traditionally swung and released
by horsemen on South American ranches to
wrap around the legs of cattle and bring them
down. The term is used to describe an unusual
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Bolas spiders are uncommon, but, when found,
reliable. Eberhard (1980) describes a Colombian species (of Mastophora) as “sedentary,
seldom moving more than 10–20 cm in a night
and usually returning day after day to the
same…resting site where a pad of silk gradually
accumulated.” These spiders are in the family
Araneidae, having evolved from orb-weaving
ancestors, but have lost all typical web-weaving
characteristics, simply exuding a free-swinging
silk line on which glue runs to the end to collect
in a drop. This, however, is not the whole story,
as I describe below.
From at least 25 June – 12 July 2012 a bolas
spider Ordgarius monstrosus Keyserling, 1886
(Fig. A; see also
http://www.oeb.harvard.edu/faculty/levi/keyserl
ing_o_monstrosus.html) lived under the leaf of
a bolwarra tree (Eupomatia laurina) in my
garden in the rainforest of Cairns. Eight eggsacs were located nearby. On various nights, the
spider constructed a line with either three (Fig.
B), two (Fig. C), or one (Fig. D) bolas. To the
best of my knowledge, no multi-bolas lines
have been recorded before in the literature,
although Eberhard (1980) mentioned that, on
still nights, the spiders that he studied
occasionally constructed several droplet-bearing
vertical lines hanging from a single horizontal
thread. In the USA, K. Yeargan (pers. comm.)
also informs me that he has made a few similar
observations over the last decade. The threeand two-bolas lines of my guest were actively
swung whereas the one-bolas line was hanging
independently when I visited her that evening.
Notably, the non-terminal bolas of the multibolas lines seemed to hang from the dropline
(Fig. E; this is the non-terminal bolas of the
two-bolas line). The only intact (i.e., not wrapped-up) prey I saw was the moth in Figure F,
which landed on the underside of a leaf beside
the spider (presumably the attracting pheromone is secreted even before the dropline is
made).
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In preparing the dropline, the spider moved
horizontally under the leaf, exuding a dragline,
and progressing from left to right by ‘walking’
(inverted) on a previously formed thread that
was tacked to the underside of the leaf. On
occasion, the spider made a three-way splice in
the line on which she was travelling (Fig. G; the
splice point is shown by ‘S’, and ‘B1’ and ‘B2’
are reflective bars on the line, to the right).
Next, she moved slightly backward, thus
leaving the splice point to the right (Fig. H; note
that the distance between the bar B1 and the
splice point S is more-or-less the same as in
Fig. G). Now, she picked up the vertical line at
the splice point, and swung it round to create a
junction (at the point marked by the green ‘J’)
with the line on which she was travelling. The
letters ‘a’ to ‘e’ in Figures G and I (Fig. I is a
magnification of Fig. H) show the first part of
the vertical line at the splice point, and the ‘ttttt’
indicate a ‘tail’ region. The letters ‘f’ to ‘h’ in
Figures G and I indicate a portion of the line on
which the spider was travelling.
The spider then moved on to the right leaving a
loop in the line (Fig. J is a high-magnification
shot; the loop has twisted over once). A loop
will, I suggest, hold the bolas glue when the
dropline is ultimately released (by ‘de-tacking’
the dropline from the underside of the leaf), and
this explains why the non-terminal bolas have
‘stems’ (Fig. E). This means that the drops
gather in preformed slings of silk that are made
when the line that is to become the dropline is
horizontally tacked to the underside of a leaf. In
this form, the dropline is reminiscent of an arc
of an orb-weaving spider, although the arc of an
orb-weaving spider is of course tacked to radii
of the web. Because the glue is not to be
dispersed along a web arc in small droplets (as
is usual), but rather to collect in bolas when the
line is de-tacked to hang vertically, the bolas
spider creates silken slings in the arc to hold the
glue. This is an additional twist (literally) on
web-making; the ancestral skills are seemingly
not lost, just refined.
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Obituary:
Valerie Ethel (Todd) Davies (1920-2012)
by Rosemary Davies & Geoff Monteith
The following preamble and obituaries are
reproduced in full from the News Bulletin of the
Entomological Society of Queensland (Issue 40,
No. 8, November 2012). Many thanks to Geoff
Monteith for allowing these thoughtful pieces to
be reproduced in Australasian Arachnology.
The funeral of arachnologist, Valerie Davies,
was held in Brisbane on 7 November 2012.
Here we reproduce the first three paragraphs of
her daughter, Rosemary’s, eulogy which
outlines her education and the milestones of her
life. This is followed by Geoff Monteith’s
eulogy which relates incidents from her career
at the Queensland Museum.
Rosemary Davies:
Val was born Valerie Ethel Todd on 29th
September 1920 in Wanganui, New Zealand.
She was the third of four sisters - after Marjorie
and Prue and before Heather - and is the last of
the four to go. Her parents, James and Ethel,
were farmers and her early childhood was spent
on the family farm in Makirikiri. In many ways
it sounds like a rural idyll: collecting the eggs,
playing tennis and riding a pony to primary
school with Heather on the back.
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Val was rapidly identified as the brains of the
family. She went to grammar school in
Wanganui and then on to the University of
Otago in Dunedin where she studied zoology
and received Bachelor and Masters degrees in
Science – and incidentally, met her future
husband George. She was awarded a travelling
scholarship to study for a Doctorate of Philosophy at Somerville College in Oxford and
went there immediately after the end of the war.
She returned to New Zealand in 1948 to marry
George. They settled in Dunedin where George
taught dentistry at the university and they had
their three children: Christopher in 1950, John
in 1952 and me in 1956.
George was appointed as Professor of Dentistry
at Queensland University in 1963 (later Deputy
Vice-Chancellor) and the family moved to
Brisbane. Val had various part-time appointments at Otago and Queensland universities
during this period usually as what was called a
“demonstrator” – though not the kind George
was trying to keep out of the administration
buildings. She always retained an interest in
zoology, and spiders in particular. It wasn’t
until 1972, when she was 52 that she was
appointed as Curator of Arachnids at the
Queensland Museum. This was a job she
absolutely loved. She retired reluctantly in 1985
but continued working on an honorary basis for
almost another 20 years.
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Geoff Monteith:
Val Davies was the Queensland Museum’s
Curator of Arachnology for 13 years and then
worked steadily on her spider research for
another 20 years as an honorary. She was our
“spider lady” and her career was curiously
parallel with that of another great Australian
“spider lady”, her friend Barbara York Main, in
Perth. Both were wives of senior university
academics and juggled productive research
careers against the demands of raising a family
and being hostess to the social demands of
high-level academic circles. They were friends,
but also great competitors. Luckily, perhaps,
they were on opposite sides of the continent,
and they had also chosen very different groups
of spiders to work with. Barbara went for the
big heavyweight mygalomorph spiders while
Val made her name in sorting out tiny litter
spiders in obscure families. She described more
than 150 new species.

Val arrived at the QM in 1972, at a time when
the demands of a young family were mostly
behind her and she was ready to bring her
spider research from the back burner to the
front hot plate. The Museum had just begun a
new era. There was a new young Director and a
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whole slew of young, well-qualified Curators
had been appointed: Michael Archer, Martin
Bishop, Jeanette Covacevich and so on. Though
twice their age, Val was always incredibly
young in outlook, and she slipped into the group
with ease.
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Museum, the Commonwealth announced the
establishment of the funding body called
ABRS, the Australian Biological Resources
Study, and Val was part of a consortium of
Queensland Museum and Australian Museum
biologists who received substantial funding
from ABRS to do a survey of rainforest fauna in
eastern Australia. This set her off on years of
adventurous group field trips to every corner of
eastern Queensland, and enabled her to set the
foundations for the magnificent arachnid
collection that the Museum holds today and
which, under the care of her successor Robert
Raven, has generated research around the world
on our spider fauna.

Subasteron daviesae Baehr & Jocqué, 2001
(Zodariidae) from near Brisbane, Queensland,
named in honour of Val.
Image © David Knowles, used with permission.

I came to the Queensland Museum a little later,
in 1978, but I shared an interest in rainforests
and Val and I had a few adventures in exciting
places. I’m going to relate a couple of little
stories from those trips, which tell us a little bit
about this wonderful woman we honour today.

TOP. Valerie Todd, second from the left, with her
three siblings and mother at Wanganui, New Zealand,
about 1925. BOTTOM. Val Davies, circa 1960s.

VAL WAS DETERMINED TO ALWAYS DO
WHAT WAS RIGHT AND FAIR, BUT
SOMETIMES HAD DEVIOUS WAYS OF
ACHIEVING THIS.

Val had come from a camping and tramping
background in New Zealand and loved the
bush. Soon after she arrived at the Queensland

You may have heard of EARTHWATCH, it’s
an American organization which supports
scientific field research by mobilising volun-
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teers who pay a share of the overall costs of the
expedition and then have the privilege of being
there to help as volunteers. Because they have
to pay quite a bit for that privilege Earthwatch
volunteers tend to be rather wealthy, often
American, and sometimes a bit spoilt and
demanding. To keep them happy, most
EARTHWATCH expeditions house their
volunteers in nearby tourist hotels or safari
camp situations. In 1981, Val, John Stanisic and
I were leaders of one of the first EARTHWATCH expeditions in Australia. Its object
was to survey invertebrates along a transect line
made by a Telecom Cableway which ran
through trackless rainforest from sea level to
1560 m at the top of Queensland’s highest
mountains, just south of Cairns. The expedition
lasted three weeks and the party consisted of
about 20, with half being volunteers and the
other half being QM staff and visiting scientists.
Sexes were about equal in both groups. There
was no nearby accommodation for the
volunteers, besides, we wanted them to be
working in the rainforest at night, not cavorting
in the hotel pool after a nice dinner. So the
whole operation was run under canvas, with
bigger tents at the bottom basecamp, and
smaller back-pack tents when we hiked or rode
the cable car to the series of higher level camps.
Food was all camp cooking. It was all pretty
tough stuff. Val was 62 and revelled in it,
humping her pack up the mountain with the best
of us. Toilet arrangements were a bit of an
issue, especially at the basecamp where the
whole party was often in residence simultaneously. There was a single septic toilet in the
building housing the cable car motors, used by
the men who came each day to operate the cable
car. I had negotiated use of this toilet but it was
quite beyond the capacity of the whole party. So
we decided that the females could use the
indoor toilet and I dug a pit toilet away in the
rainforest for the males and put a canvas screen
around it. About a week into the adventure a
deputation of middle-aged male volunteers
came and complained that the “girls” were
getting it too easy and they also wanted use of
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the indoor toilet. (Some of them had already
been sprung sneaking into the indoor loo!).We
leaders had a “council of war” and we made a
Solomonic decision which Val suggested and
wickedly went along with. That night I called
the whole group together and told them that
because it was impossible for the whole party to
use the indoor toilet, the only alternative was to
offer them another way of dividing the party
between the two toilet options. What we
proposed was that ALL the volunteers (read
“wimps”), both male and female, use the indoor
toilet, and ALL the Aussie staff (read “tough”),
both male and female, use the bush toilet. Val,
our 62 year old refined lady, piped up that she
was quite happy to go bush to preserve the
sensibilities of the poor, slighted male volunteers. I told them to consider this alternative and
let me know if they wanted to change to this
toilet regime. A couple of hours later the
deputation of male volunteers came to tell me
that, on reflection, they were happy to stay with
the existing regime after all...and they meekly
went off to the bush toilet, in the rain and wind,
for the rest of the trip. Val was wickedly
gleeful about the outcome.
VAL WAS ONE OF THOSE ANNOYING
PEOPLE WHO ARE ALWAYS NEAT AND
TIDY, NO MATTER HOW ROUGH THE
CIRCUMSTANCES. WE HAD EVIDENCE
THAT SHE MAY HAVE HAD SOME
MAGIC ON HER SIDE IN THIS RESPECT
ON A FIELD TRIP TO NORTH QUEENSLAND IN 1984.
An ambitious young Army officer had
approached the Queensland Museum with an
offer to assist us on an expedition to anywhere,
as long as it was exciting and challenging for
his men. Val and I had dreamed of sampling the
high parts of Hinchinbrook Island, so we
suggested that. Within weeks, it seemed, our
party of about eight scientists from the Museum
and QIMR were being strapped into side seats
of a military Hercules transport plane at
Amberley, with about 20 soldiers and a
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mountain of gear, en route to Townsville. From
there we went by UNIMOG all-terrain trucks to
a saltwater inlet south of Cardwell, one of the
UNIMOGS being hopelessly bogged in the
process. There, the army launched small
inflatable Zodiacs for the crossing of the sea
channel to Hinchinbrook. The soldiers had been
issued tourist brochures showing the idyllic
sandy beaches of the seaward coast of
Hinchinbrook. Little did they know we were
headed for the vast mangrove swamps of the
landward side, where there were possible routes
to the highlands. As leaders, Val and I were in
the advance party to choose a campsite, and I
remember us staring at each other across the
boat, with raised eyebrows, as it slowly deflated
on the way across. After frantic radio signals we
were transferred to another craft in the nick of
time. The field work went well, and we got
good collections. On returning to the mainland
ten days later, Val had an important “Plan B” to
pursue. This was to try to collect and see alive
for herself a fabulous new primitive spider, later
to be called Macrogradungula, which we had
discovered on top of a high mountain near Tully
a year earlier. We convinced the army to supply
rations and a few men to accompany our small
party up our old flagged track. It was late
November, unbearably hot, and we did the
back-pack hike up almost 1000 metres vertical
in one horrific day. Val was 64 and carried her
full pack. The army guys, forced by regulations
to carry heavy radio gear to maintain “coms”
(army shorthand for communications), almost
died. They had to return down the next day
because they couldn’t get “coms” from the top
camp, but we camped a couple of extra nights
and Val successfully got the spider she lusted
after. During the first day we wandered round
the forest, leaving our dirty, sweaty clothes
from the ascent in our pup tents. Now, there’s a
pesky large orange blowfly, called Calliphora
augur, in those high altitude forests, and it has
the disarming ability of finding smelly things,
and laying copious eggs on them, which rapidly
hatch to maggots. Coming back to camp at the
end of the day we found our clothes, and even
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our sleeping bags, a wriggling mass of eggs and
maggots. But Val, serene and sweat-free as
always, went completely unscathed. Not a
single item of hers was fly-blown. This just
went to show that, as with many other aspects
of her life, there were no flies on Val Davies!
HOW WOULD VAL LIKE TO BE
REMEMBERED? SHE GAVE US A HINT
HERSELF.
During the 1980s we finally outgrew the old
1890s Queensland Museum Building next to the
Exhibition Ground in Fortitude Valley and
plans were made for a new building at
Southbank to be occupied in 1986. This seemed
an appropriate time to publish an account of the
history of the QM since its foundation 125
years earlier. Patricia Mather, was commissioned to coordinate the volume and I got the job
of writing the history of the terrestrial
invertebrate sections, which included Arachnology. We needed photographs of all the key
players, and of course Val Davies was one we
needed for the spider section. Going through the
Museum’s photo archives I came across a
striking photograph taken in the rain forest at
Iron Range in remote Cape York Peninsula in
1977, during one of those early ABRS group
expeditions. It shows three people. In the centre
is Val, leaning against a small tree, in field
clothes and with her spider-collecting pooter
round her neck. She is fresh and cool and
positively beaming. She is flanked by two
young men. On her left is an uncomfortable and
overheated looking Martin Bishop, an English
malacologist who spent a couple of years at
QM. But VERY close on Val’s left, and looking
like a young Marlon Brando with dreamy eyes
and positively exuding sensuality.....and
wearing nothing but a jaunty cap and
impossibly brief shorts held up by a heavy belt
slung four inches below his navel, is Paul
Filewood, a young chap who worked as a
groundsman at the museum and sometimes
helped on field trips. He’s wearing an identical
pooter to Val’s around his neck, clear evidence
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that he was helping her. Goodness! I thought,
that would be a great picture to use....but would
Val agree? With some trepidation, I took the
photograph to her and asked if we could use it
in the DEFINITIVE history of the Queensland
Museum. Yes, she said, that was EXACTLY
how she wanted to be remembered. She was
inordinately proud of that photograph.
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that he was awarded an OAM and an honorary
degree for his services to science. His community involvement also won him recognition as
a local identity in Rockhampton – a key member of a local creative writing group; a
surviving veteran in Anzac Day marches; but
first and foremost as Rockhampton’s ‘spiderman’.
Doug was born in Brisbane on April 24, 1923 to
Samuel and Hilda Wallace and his first
memories were formed in the hard years and
family turmoil of the Great Depression.
He grew up in Rockhampton with his three
younger sisters, Brenda, Audrey and Joan, and
went on to serve in the AIF in World War II in
Papua New Guinea. He lived to be one of the
last remaining World War II veterans in the
Rockhampton area.

That photograph! Val Davies, centre, in the field
at Iron Range, Cape York Peninsula, with
malacologist Martin Bishop (right), and
assistant Paul Filewood (left).

So let’s remember Val Davies that way: in the
bush - in control - equipped to catch spiders and flanked by a couple of spunky young men!
___________________________
Obituary:
Douglas Wallace OAM (1923-2012)
by Diane Wallace
This obituary was very kindly provided by
Diane Wallace, and is largely similar to text
that appeared in the Courier Mail on 13 August
2012.
Like many men of his generation, Doug
Wallace was born in a time of few advantages –
both financial and educational – and went on to
serve his country in war and build a life as a
family man. Unlike many, Doug dedicated himself to pursuing his interests to such a high level

After the war, Doug completed his trade to
become a carpenter, and married Claire
Osborne the day before his 30th birthday – April
23, 1953. They lived in the house that Doug
built in Rockhampton and raised three children.
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Claire died in 1982, and Doug continued to live
in that house until April 2012, about 60 years.
He pursued many interests – playing the mouth
organ, photography and home movie making,
astronomy, and creative writing. But it was
when he focused his interest on arachnology,
first sparked by the impressive orb-weaving
spiders he encountered on war service in Papua
New Guinea, that he found his real passion.
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He was a regular interviewee for local and
Australian newspapers and television, and even
Time magazine. He gave many talks to schools
and community groups about spiders – the
finale was usually a thrilling free-range
walkabout up his arm by a spider of impressive
size. The aim was always to eliminate the reflex
fear of spiders, but he did warn the kids not to
try handling spiders at home!

In his later years, he educated himself,
networked and studied until he was able to
deliver some valuable spider research for the
Queensland Museum; and to provide a community service for the Queensland Ambulance
Service and doctors in Rockhampton on spider
identification after people had been bitten. He
found that easier when the spider wasn’t
stomped on first! He formed a local
arachnological society and edited its newsletter
for many years. He set up a home laboratory
with a professional standard microscope and
documented what he saw on film and video.
His collection of 300 spider species, now
displayed at the Rockhampton Botanical Gardens is, we understand, one of the largest in
Australia.
Doug took part in field trips and trapping to
assist Queensland Museum arachnology curator
Robert Raven and attended two international
symposia on arachnology. Through his interaction with the Queensland Museum, Doug
helped locate many pitfall traps in a survey
conducted in the Rockhampton area in 19901992. The collection yielded many new species,
some of which have been named after him:
Namirea dougwallacei Raven, 1993, Ozicrypta
wallacei Raven & Churchill, 1994 and
Molycria wallacei Platnick & Baehr, 2006. In
2012, the assassin spider Austrarchaea wallacei
Rix & Harvey, 2012 was also named in his
honour.

His amateur but expert scientific work was
recognized by an Order of Australia medal in
2004 and an honorary Master of Applied
Science degree from Central Queensland
University in 2005. He was very proud of those
awards and they are a measure of what he was
able to achieve despite little formal education.
His interest in poetry and writing were life-long
and he was an active member of the
Rockhampton Poetry group, editing The Discerning Pen for many years, and selfpublishing several autobiographical books as
well as poetry collections. Many friends and
acquaintances found themselves parting with
$10 after expressing interest in his books!
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His family have fond, proud memories (and a
cupboard full of home movies) of Doug’s 89
years, where family, hard work, selfimprovement and learning were always
important. Family, friends and neighbours
helped Doug achieve his goal of remaining
independent up until the last weeks of his life,
when he moved into aged care in Brisbane from
Rockhampton’s Mater hospital.

Baehr, B., Raven, R.J. and Whyte, R. (2013).
Biodiversity discovery program Bush Blitz yields a
new species of goblin spider, Cavisternum attenboroughi (Araneae: Oonopidae), from the Northern
Territory. Zootaxa 3616, 396-400.

Doug is survived by his children Diane, Ian and
Helen and their partners; grandchildren Ryan,
Daniel, Louise, Stephen, Grace and Aidan; and
one great grandchild, Oliver, whom he met the
day before his death.

Bodner, M.R. and Maddison, W.P. (2012). The
biogeography and age of salticid spider radiations
(Araneae: Salticidae). Molecular Phylogenetics and
Evolution 65, 213-240.

Baehr, B. and Whyte, R. (2012). Biodiversity discovery program Bush Blitz supplies missing ant
spider females (Araneae; Zodariidae) from Victoria.
Australian Entomologist 39, 97-104.

Bond, J.E., Hendrixson, B.E., Hamilton, C.A. and
Hedin, M. (2012). A reconsideration of the classification of the spider infraorder Mygalomorphae
(Arachnida: Araneae) based on three nuclear genes
and morphology. PLoS One 7 (e38753), 1-11.
Crews, S.C. (2013). Thirteen new species of the
spider genus Karaops (Araneae: Selenopidae) from
Western Australia. Zootaxa 3647, 443-469.
Gardzińska, J. and Patoleta, B. (2013). A new species
and records of Diolenius Thorell, 1870 (Araneae:
Salticidae) from New Guinea. Zootaxa 3664, 63-68.

The assassin spider Austrarchaea wallacei
Rix & Harvey, 2012 (Archaeidae) from the Wet
Tropics, Queensland, named in honour of Doug.
Image by Mike Rix.

___________________________
Recent Australasian
Arachnological Publications
This column provides an informal list of
arachnological publications issued since the last
edition of Australasian Arachnology. These
include publications on Australasian arachnids
or papers written by Australasian arachnologists. If members would like to see their
publications listed here please feel free to send
me reference lists for the next edition.

Harms, D. and Framenau, V.W. (2013). New species
of Mouse Spiders (Araneae: Mygalomorphae: Actinopodidae: Missulena) from the Pilbara region,
Western Australia. Zootaxa 3637, 521-540.
Joseph, M.M. and Framenau, V.W. (2012).
Systematic review of a new orb-weaving spider genus
(Araneae: Araneidae), with special reference to the
Australasian-Pacific and South-East Asian fauna.
Zoological Journal of the Linnean Society 166, 279341.
Krogmann, L. and Austin, A.D. (2012). Systematics
of Australian Agenioideus Ashmead (Hymenoptera:
Pompilidae) with the first record of a spider wasp
parasitizing Latrodectus hasselti Thorell (redback
spider). Australian Journal of Entomology 51, 166174.
International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature (2012). Amendment of Articles 8, 9, 10, 21
and 78 of the International Code of Zoological
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Nomenclature to expand and refine methods of
publication. ZooKeys 219, 1-10.
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Nyffeler, M. and Knӧrnschild, M. (2013). Bat predation by spiders. PLoS One 8 (e58120), 1-15.
Otto, J. and Hill, D.E. (2012). Two new Australian
peacock spiders that display inflated and extended
spinnerets (Araneae: Salticidae: Euophryinae: Maratus Karsch 1878). Peckhamia 104.1, 1-28.
Otto, J.C. and Hill, D.E. (2012). Notes on Maratus
Karsch 1878 and related jumping spiders from
Australia, with five new species (Araneae: Salticidae:
Euophryinae). Peckhamia 103.1, 1-81.
Otto, J.C. and Hill, D.E. (2013). A new peacock
spider from Australia displays three ‘sapphire gems’
on a field of gold (Araneae: Salticidae: Euophryinae:
Maratus Karsch 1878). Peckhamia 105.1, 1-8.
Smith, H.M., Vink, C.J., Fitzgerald, B.M. and Sirvid,
P.J. (2012). Redescription and generic placement of
the spider Cryptachaea gigantipes (Keyserling, 1890)
(Araneae: Theridiidae) and notes on related synanthropic species in Australasia. Zootaxa 3507, 3856.

The combined conference of the Society of
Australian Systematic Biologists, Invertebrate Biodiversity & Conservation and
Australasian Systematic Botany Society
Where: The University of Sydney
When: 1-6 December 2013
Website: http://www.systematics2013.org
Contact: Sally Brown, Conference Connections
(email: sally.brown@sallybcc.com.au;
website: www.conferenceconnections.com.au).
___________________________

Taylor, C.K. (2013). Further notes on New Zealand
Enantiobuninae (Opiliones, Neopilionidae), with the
description of a new genus and two new species.
ZooKeys 263, 59-73.
Vink, C.J., Dupérré, N. and Malumbres-Olarte, J.
(2013) Periegopidae (Arachnida: Araneae). In
Crosby, T.K. (Ed.) Fauna of New Zealand Ko te Aitanga Pepeke o Aotearoa, Number 70. Manaaki Whenua Press, Lincoln, Canterbury, pp. 1-41.
Wood, H.M., Griswold, C.E. and Gillespie, R.G.
(2012). Phylogenetic placement of pelican spiders
(Archaeidae, Araneae), with insight into evolution of
the “neck” and predatory behaviours of the superfamily Palpimanoidea. Cladistics 28, 598-626.
Wood, H.M., Matzke, N.J., Gillespie, R.G. and
Griswold, C.E. (2013). Treating fossils as terminal
taxa in divergence time estimation reveals ancient
vicariance patterns in the palpimanoid spiders.
Systematic Biology 62, 264-284.

___________________________

19th International Congress of Arachnology
Where: Howard Beach
National Park, Taiwan

Resort,

Kenting

When: 23-28 June 2013
Website: http://araneae.thu.edu.tw/ica2013/
___________________________
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Scorpion, Urodacus sp. ~planimanus
(Urodacidae) from Bedfordale, Western Australia.
Image by Mike Rix.

